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-Support PTA Positions-
-Advocate as an individual on your own behalf-
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STATEWIDE PTA POSITIONS
FREESTATE PTA

https://www.fspta.org/advocacy
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Howard County Spending 
Affordability Advisory Committee

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/spending-affordability-advisory-committee
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/News030123

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/SAAC%20FY2024%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf

Team recommends amounts that county can borrow to pay for capital projects such as school construction
Report was due to executive on March 1

Typically asks for major cuts to school funding each year.

In conclusion, the Committee recommends the following: 
*The County’s operating spending be limited to no more than a 5.6% increase for fiscal year 2024, 
recognizing that this is above historical levels because of inflation and one-time federal spending; 

*The County’s bond authorization issuance should not exceed $60 million for fiscal year 2024; and 

• The County should commission a long-term spending review which considers both school 
and general services spending limits based on projected resources 
as community buildout approaches, in line with the HoCo By Design model.

about:blank
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HCPSS Budget
https://www.hcpss.org/about-us/budgets/fy24/

The Board of Education adopted its requested budget on Feb. 16, 2023, 
which will be submitted to the Howard County Executive for his consideration.

The $109,000,000 Questions
What will be funded in the Executive budget In APRIL?

What will be restored by the County Council In MAY?
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Blueprint Phase 2
https://marylandpublicschools.org/Documents/reports/StrategicPlan-Phase2.pdf

The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) and the State Board of Education (SBOE) 
published Phase 2 of its Strategic Plan to implement the

Blueprint for Maryland’s Future (“The Blueprint”).
Phase 1 of the Plan was unveiled in October 2022.

The introduction of the Phase 1 plan described the process and goals of the Strategic Plan:

about:blank
about:blank
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Bill Number
Cross File Title Primary Sponsor(s)

HB0598
Education - Funding for General Education Programs - Definition Alterations Delegate Wu

Bill text can be found under link above
MGA Summary: Altering certain definitions relating to

STATE Legislation

HB0598
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb0598F.pdf
Education - Funding for General Education Programs - Definition Alterations Sponsored by Delegates
Wu, D. Barnes, Boafo, Grossman, Hill, Kelly, Mireku-North, Pasteur, Qi, Stewart, Terrasa, and Ziegler
Status In the House - First Reading Appropriations
Altering certain definitions relating to enrollment that are used for the calculation of funding for general
education programs.
“AVERAGE ENROLLMENT CHANGE” MEANS THE RESULT OF THE FOLLOWING CALCULATION:
(1) THE PRIOR SCHOOL YEAR FULL–TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT MINUS THE THIRD PRIOR
SCHOOL YEAR FULL–TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT;
DIVIDED BY
(2) TWO.
[(e)] (F) “Enrollment count” means [the greater of:
(1) The full–time equivalent enrollment; or
(2) The 3–year moving average enrollment]
THE SUM OF THE PRIOR
SCHOOL YEAR FULL–TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT AND THE AVERAGE ENROLLMENT CHANGE.

Bill Number Cross File Title Primary Sponsor(s) 

HB0598  Education - Funding for General Education Programs - 
Definition Alterations 

Delegate Wu 

 
Bill text can be found under link above 

MGA Summary: Altering certain definitions relating to enrollment that are used for the calculation of funding for general 
education programs. 

HCPSS Analysis: HB0598 alters the “enrollment count” calculation under Education Article §5-201 which is the foundation for 
school funding on a per pupil basis. Specifically, it deletes the current provision defining “enrollment count” as the greater of the 
full-time equivalent enrollment (enrollment as of September 30 of the prior year) or the three-year moving average enrollment 
(average of the three prior years enrollment as of September 30). New language creates an average enrollment change 
calculation which takes the prior school year full-time equivalent enrollment minus the difference over the prior three years 
divided by two, and then adds that to the prior year full-time equivalent enrollment.  

The proposed calculation is presumably intended to take into account past trends in school enrollment to inform future 
enrollment counts given the traditional prior year enrollment lags current year actual counts. For illustrative purposes, if applying 
scenarios for SY2024 in which enrollment is trending up vs. enrollment is trending down to the three calculations for enrollment 
count (see also Attachment B from Delegate Wu’s office): 

 

While the new calculation could result in a higher enrollment 
count when the enrollment is growing compared to the 
enrollment as of September 30 of the prior year, this also 
means the new calculation could result in lower enrollment 
counts when populations drop over three years. Because 
school systems can currently use the greater of full-time 
equivalent enrollment or the three-year moving average to 
lessen the burden of swings in enrollment, staff recommends 
this option remain in statute. Additionally, where the new 
average enrollment change included in HB0598 has the 
potential to increase counts when enrollment is trending up, 
staff recommends an amendment that would add this as one 
of the “greater of” options available to schools.  

Thus, lines 2 through 6 on page 3 would read: 

[(e)] (F) “Enrollment count” means the greater of: 
(1) The full–time equivalent enrollment;  
(2) The 3–year moving average enrollment; or 
(3) THE SUM OF THE PRIOR SCHOOL YEAR FULL–
TIME EQUIVALENT ENROLLMENT AND THE 
AVERAGE ENROLLMENT CHANGE.  



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

STATE Legislation
Viewpoint – Source - Maryland Interagency on School Construction

https://iac.mdschoolconstruction.org/?p=7812
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STATE Legislation
Viewpoint – Source - Maryland Interagency on School Construction 
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STATE Legislation
Viewpoint – Source - Maryland Interagency on School Construction 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

STATE Legislation
Viewpoint – Source – HCPSS

https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ABKNSY6159A6
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Howard County Council
March 6  
CB-5-2023 Vote Study to Recommend standards for all-electric construction requirements 
(Reason to monitor - Impacts housing and school construction costs)
CR44-2023 - Introduction by the Chairperson at the request of the County Executive A RESOLUTION 
confirming the appointment of Robyn C. Scates, Esq. to the Howard County Board of Education
Joint Meeting With HCPSS BOE
March 13 – Monthly meeting (SAAC Report – Influences Council Education Spending Budget)
March 20 – Public Hearing On April Bills
March 22 – General Plan Work session – (Determines next 20 years of County development)
March 27 – Work session on April Bills
March 29 – General Plan Work session #2 – (Determines next 20 years of County development)
April 3 – Vote on April Bills
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Howard County Planning Board
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/planning-board

March 8  Signup cutoff for March 9 Public Testimony Event
The Howard County Planning Board will hold a public hearing on the draft General Plan Update, HoCo By 
Design, which includes a Plan for the Route 1 Corridor. The hearing is scheduled for Thursday, March 9, 2023 
at 7:00 PM at the George Howard Building, 3430 Courthouse Drive, Ellicott City, Maryland as well as online via 
the Webex virtual meeting platform. Individuals wishing to testify virtually at the hearing must register in 
advance, no later than 7:00 pm on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. This notice is provided as required by Section 
16.900(i) of the Howard County Code.
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Public Facilities & Spaces Report Evaluation & 
Action Commission

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/public-facilities-spaces-
report-evaluation-action-commission

The Howard County Public Facilities & Spaces Report Evaluation and Action Commission was established by 
Executive Order dated May 12, 2022. The Commission will review the Public Spaces Commission Report 
released last year, implement a strategic plan to obtain community feedback, complete a report making 

recommendation based on rubric, research and community feedback.
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