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PTACHC Legislative Update – FEB 12, 2024
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Policy 5200 Review Committee Updates
on Student Transportation

• Home addresses that were part of the new non-transportation zones announced in March 
2023 that were given school bus service back due to demarcation line changes may have 
school bus service taken away again if changes are not made to policy language.

• YOU can share opinions at any point by e-mailing BOE@hcpss.org

• Regardless of what the committee decides, HCPSS can present a policy of their choice for 
review to the Board of Education

• HCPSS will report on their recommendations to the Board of Education on April 11th

• YOU can speak in person or virtually at the public hearing on Thursday, May 9th

• The Board will vote on revised policy on June 6th

• The Transportation Internal Action Report link was emailed out in the HCPSS News E-mail 
last week: https://www.hcpss.org/f/schools/transportation/2023-24-transportation-action-report.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3MkNgTYgG8pfUMJLvIlQAsg0ygz1IcxD92k85ooFU823Qln29M7y_-E3k

• Questions or comments? E-mail Corinne.happel@ptachc.org

about:blank
about:blank
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FEB 12 2024

 
FEB 5 - County Council Legislative Session  - Housing Offsite Exemption Bill Failed

FEB 11 - 3:00PM County SPENDING AFFORDABILITY MEETING 6

FEB 12 – 10:00AM HCPSS LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

FEB 12 – 9:45 AM – BOE MEETING WITH COUNTY COUNCIL

FEB 14 - 3:00PM County SPENDING AFFORDABILITY MEETING 7

FEB 15 – 7:00PM - HCPSS BUDGET HEARING #3

FEB 15 – 7:00PM – PLANNING BOARD TESTIMONY ON FY2025 & Ten Year Capital Plan

FEB 15 – 6:30-9:00AM – FREE STATE LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DAY ANNAPOLIS

FEB 20 – 7:00PM – County Council Public Hearing

FEB 20 – 7:00PM - HCPSS BUDGET HEARING (OVERLAP)

FEB 21 – PTACHC BOARD MEETING

FEB 22 – 4:00PM/7:00PM – HCPSS BOE MEETING

FEB 26 – 7:00PM - HCPSS BUDGET HEARING

FEB 27 – 9:30AM – COUNCIL WORK SESSION

FEB 28 – 3:00PM County SPENDING AFFORDABILITY MEETING FINAL

FEB 29 – 4:00PM BOE ADOPT FY 2025 CAPITIAL BUDGET

MARCH 4 7:00PM – HCPSS BOE MEETS WITH PTACHC PRESIDENTS & CAC

MARCH 16 – HIGH NOON:  PTACHC BOE CANDIDATE FORUM  - HOWARD HIGH
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FEB 2024

HCPSS BUDGET – FINAL 

NEGOTIATIONS

https://www.hcpss.org/about-

us/budgets/
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JAN 2024

GENERAL PLAN RELEASED

https://www.hocobydesign.com/

NOW COMES IMPLEMENTATION.

APFO SCHOOL CHARTS AND HOUSING UNIT

ALLOCATIONS ALREADY PASSED OUT OF CYCLE.

SAAC MEETING REVEALED COUNTY UNSURE

WHAT TO DO WITH MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS

THAT ARE ALREADY EXEMPTED FROM APFO.

COMPREHENSIVE REZONING TBD

*SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTS RATES OF

GROWTH, REVENUE & EXPENSES

*ALL CURRENT PROJECTIONS ARE

BASED OFF OF THE PRIOR GENERAL PLAN

 *ADJUSTMENTS TO BOTH CAPITAL AND

OPERATING WILL BE NEEDED

https://www.hocobydesign.com/
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Maryland General Assembly

1113 Senate and 1460 House Bills So Far
See HB1450:School Funding

Howard County Task Force to Study Revenue Options for School Capital Needs Ho. Co. 18-24

HOUSING EXPANSION AND AFFORDABILITY ACT Contains Language 

To remove school overcrowding protections in APFO statewide
SEE SB0484 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/
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FEB 2024

APFO COMMITTEE STATUS

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance Committee required to convene within 

1 year of General Plan update (Oct 2024).  APFO determines the 

“acceptable” level of intentional school overcrowding

PTACHC has sent a letter of interest to participate. No Response So Far.

APFO START DATE STILL UNDETERMINED

*DPZ claims delays are due to concurrent planning of Gateway, 

Comprehensive Rezoning and APFO. DPZ is seeking a national “APFO 

EXPERT” that will guide the county policy. Experience and qualifications are 

TBD. (source - hclwv forum)

PTACHC IS CONTINUING TO MONITOR THE STATE ACCESSORY DWELLING 

UNIT TASK FORCE - https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/ADUTF/ADU.aspx
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Howard County Delegation 

Howard County “Local” Bills
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegationgov/state-delegation

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SubjectIndex/howardc?ys=2024rs

NOTE: AMENDMENTS DETERMINING FINAL ACTION MAY BE REFLECTED LATER IN MGA BILL TEXT
AS BILL GOES THROUGH CHAMBERS

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegationgov/state-delegation
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/SubjectIndex/howardc?ys=2024rs
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2024 Proposed Local Legislation

Howard County – Public Campaign Financing – Board of Education
Ho. Co. 1–24 - Passed by the Delegation on February 7, 2024 By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of authorizing the governing body of Howard County to establish a system of public campaign financing for members of the county board of education; and generally relating to public campaign 
financing in Howard County.
Howard County Board of Education – Board Member Terms and Compensation Commission
Ho. Co. 2–24 - Passed by the Delegation on February 7, 2024 By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of altering the terms of the members of the Howard County Board of Education; establishing the Howard County Board of Education Compensation Commission; and generally relating to the 
terms of members of the Howard County Board of Education and to the Howard County Board of Education Compensation Commission.
Howard County Board of Education – Liquidated Damages – Model Policy and Requirements
Ho. Co. 3–24 - Passed by the Delegation as amended on February 7, 2024 By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of requiring the Howard County Board of Education, on or before a certain date and in consultation with the Howard County Executive and the Howard County Council, to publish a model policy 
concerning the inclusion and use of liquidated damages provisions in procurement contracts; requiring certain student transportation procurement contracts to include a liquidated damages clause consistent 
with the model policy, subject to a certain exception; requiring certain documentation of a decision not to pursue certain liquidated damages under certain circumstances; and generally relating to Howard 
County Board of Education procurements and liquidated damages provisions.
Columbia Association Annual Charge – Lease Requirements, Governing Documents, and Income Tax Subtraction Modification
Ho. Co. 4–24 By: Delegate Hill
For the purpose of requiring a written lease for residential real property in Columbia in Howard County to include information on the annual charge assessed by the Columbia Association under certain 
circumstances; requiring certain homeowners associations to include a certain provision related to the annual charge in their governing documents; allowing a subtraction modification under the Maryland 
income tax for a certain annual charge during certain taxable years; and generally relating to annual charges in Columbia in Howard County.
Howard County – Board of Education Elections – Ranked–Choice Voting
Ho. Co. 6-24 - Passed by the Delegation on February 7, 2024 By: Delegates Wu and Terrasa
For the purpose of authorizing the Howard County Council to adopt, by law, a ranked–choice voting method for elections for the Howard County Board of Education; and generally relating to the use of ranked–
choice voting for elections for the Howard County Board of Education.
Howard County – Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreements – Moderate Income Housing
Ho. Co. 8–24 - Passed by the Delegation as amended on February 7, 2024 By: Delegate Feldmark
For the purpose of authorizing certain owners of real property and the governing body of Howard County to enter into payment in lieu of taxes agreements for maintaining a certain number of moderate income 
housing units at the property; and generally relating to payment in lieu of taxes agreements in Howard County.
Candidates for Village Board or Columbia Council in a Village of Columbia – Reports of Donations and Disbursements
Ho. Co. 10-24 - Passed by the Delegation on February 7, 2024 By: Delegate Terrasa
For the purpose of requiring each village community association for a village of Columbia to require each candidate for election to the village board or the Columbia Council who receives donations or makes 
disbursements to file reports of the donations and disbursements with the village community association; requiring each village community association to make the reports of donations and disbursements 
available to the public; prohibiting a candidate for election to a village board or the Columbia Council who is elected from taking office if the candidate has failed to file a report of donations and disbursements; 
and generally relating to reports of donations and disbursements by candidates for village board or Columbia Council in a village of Columbia.
Howard County – Commercial Building Excise Tax – Board of Education Deferred Maintenance
Ho. Co. 13-24  By: Delegate Atterbeary
For the purpose of authorizing the County Council of Howard County to impose an excise tax on commercial building construction; requiring the excise tax revenue to be used only for deferred maintenance 
needs identified by the Howard County Board of Education; and generally relating to a commercial building excise tax in Howard County and deferred maintenance in the Howard County Public School System.
Workgroup to Study the Fiscal and Operational Viability of Public–Private Partnerships for Howard County Public Schools – Established
Ho. Co. 14–24 - Passed by the Delegation as amended on February 8, 2024 By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of establishing the Workgroup to Study the Fiscal and Operational Viability of Public–Private Partnerships for Howard County Public Schools; and generally relating to the Workgroup to Study the 
Fiscal and Operational Viability of Public–Private Partnerships for Howard County Public Schools.
Howard County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board – Term Length – Alteration
Ho. Co. 15-24 - Passed by the Delegation on February 7, 2024 By: Chair, Howard County Delegation
For the purpose of limiting the term of a member serving on the agricultural preservation advisory board in Howard County to a certain number of years; authorizing members currently serving on the agricultural 
preservation advisory board in Howard County to complete their terms; and generally relating to the term length of a member serving on the agricultural preservation advisory board in Howard County.
Howard County Public Schools – Differences in Capital Budget Proposals – Report
Ho.Co. 16-24 - Passed by the Delegation as amended on February 7, 2024 By: Delegates Watson, Wu, and Ziegler, and Senator Hester and Lam
For the purpose of requiring the Howard County Board of Education, under certain circumstances, to publish on the website of the Howard County public school system a certain report on the differences 
between the Howard County Superintendent of Schools’ proposed capital budget and the capital budget approved by the Howard County Board of Education; requiring the Howard County Board of Education to 
submit a certain report to the General Assembly under certain circumstances; and generally relating to the capital budget of Howard County Public Schools.
Howard County - Task Force to Study Reallocation of Transfer Tax Revenue 
Ho. Co. 18-24 - Passed by the Delegation as amended on February 8, 2024By: Delegate Wu
For the purpose of establishing the Howard County Task Force on Transfer Tax. Distribution Formula Reformation to analyze and propose rebalancing the county transfer tax distribution; and generally relating to 
the Howard County Task Force on Transfer Tax Distribution Formula Reformation.

LATE BILLS
HB-1450

Howard County Task Force 
to Study Revenue Options 
for School Capital Needs 

Ho. Co. 18-24

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%201-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%202-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%203-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/HoCo%204-24%20Revised.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%206-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%208-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%2010-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%2013-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%2014-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/HoCo%2015-24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/HoCo%2016.24_0.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/HoCo%2018-24.pdf
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

Howard County – Commercial Building Excise Tax – Board of 
Education Deferred Maintenance
Ho. Co. 13-24   
By: Delegate Atterbeary
For the purpose of authorizing the County Council of Howard 
County to impose an excise tax on commercial building 
construction; requiring the excise tax revenue to be used only 
for deferred maintenance needs identified by the Howard 
County Board of Education; and generally relating to a 
commercial building excise tax in Howard County and deferred 
maintenance in the Howard County Public School System. 
Workgroup to Study the Fiscal and Operational Viability of 
Public–Private

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
A) PTACHC SUPPORTS An Commercial Excise Tax For Deferred Maintenance

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
B) PTACHC SUPPORTS A PPP workgroup that comprehensively compares PPPs ability to traditional

delivery resolve long term, sustainable systemwide needs. PTACHC requests representation on this workgroup.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%2013-24.pdf
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

Partnerships for Howard County Public Schools – Established
Ho. Co. 14–24  HB1442
By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of establishing the Workgroup to Study the 
Fiscal and Operational Viability of Public–Private Partnerships 
for Howard County Public Schools; and generally relating to the 
Workgroup to Study the Fiscal and Operational Viability of 
Public–Private Partnerships for Howard County Public Schools.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
PTACHC SUPPORTS A PPP workgroup that comprehensively compares PPPs ability to traditional

delivery resolve long term, sustainable systemwide needs. PTACHC requests representation on this workgroup.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%2014-24.pdf
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

HCPSS – Publishing of School Need Criteria Scores
Ho. Co. 16-24 HB1440
By: Delegates Watson, Wu, and Ziegler, and Senator Hester and 
Lam
This bill, intended to provide predictability and increase 
transparency in school renovation priorities made by Board of 
Education, is still in drafting. The final bill text will be posted 
when available.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
PTACHC SUPPORTS clear, consistent evaluation of school capital needs and funding availability. 

PTACHC requests representation in this process.
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

Howard County – Public Campaign Financing – Board of 
Education
Ho. Co. 1–24 HB1352
By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of authorizing the governing body of Howard 
County to establish a system of public campaign financing for 
members of the county board of education; and generally 
relating to public campaign financing in Howard County.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
PTACHC SUPPORTS 1-24 PUBLIC CAMPAIGN FINANCING

FOR THE HCPSS BOE

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%201-24.pdf


2024

2024 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District
Bottom 3 Vote Getters – 4 Year Term (2024-2028)

2-24 Bill
BOE SEAT 

STAGGARING

2028 2030

2024 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District
Top 2 Vote Getters – 6 Year Term (2024-2030)

2030 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District Top 2 (2030-2034)

2028 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District 
4 Year Term (2028-2032v

2026

2026 HCPSS BOE Election
AT LARGE Top Single Voter Getter – 6 Year Term (2026-2032)

2032

2026 HCPSS BOE Election
AT LARGE Next Lowest Single Voter Getter – 4 Year 
Term (2026-2030)

2034

2034 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District Top 2 (2034-2038)

2026 HCPSS BOE Election
AT LARGE Top Single Voter Getter – 4 Year Term 
(2032-2036)

2026 HCPSS BOE Election
AT LARGE Next Lowest Getter – 4Year Term 
(2030-2034)

2026 HCPSS BOE Election
AT LARGE Next Lowest Getter – 4Year Term 
(2034-2038)

2032 HCPSS BOE Election
Councilmanic District 
4 Year Term (2032-2036v

2036

Incumbent 
At Large
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

Howard County Board of Education – Board Member Terms 
and Compensation Commission
Ho. Co. 2–24   HB1350
By: Senator Lam
For the purpose of altering the terms of the members of the 
Howard County Board of Education; establishing the Howard 
County Board of Education Compensation Commission; and 
generally relating to the terms of members of the Howard 
County Board of Education and to the Howard County Board of 
Education Compensation Commission.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
A) PTACHC SUPPORTS A BOE COMPENSATION COMMISSION.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
B) PTACHC DOES NOT SUPPORT BOE TERM ADJUSTMENTS LISTED 

IN 2-24 THAT EXCEED 4 YEARS

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%202-24.pdf
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EDUCATION RELATED MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY LOCAL BILLS FOR HOWARD COUNTY

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation

Ho. Co. 6-24  HB 1353
By: Delegates Wu and Terrasa
For the purpose of authorizing the Howard County Council to 
adopt, by law, a ranked–choice voting method for elections for 
the Howard County Board of Education; and generally relating 
to the use of ranked–choice voting for elections for the Howard 
County Board of Education.

POSTION PASSED PTACHC DELEGATION JAN 8, 2024
PTACHC SUPPORTS 6-24 Ranked-Choice Voting for BOE Elections

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2023-11/HoCo%206-24.pdf
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MARYLAND 

GENERAL

ASSEMBLY DATES
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School Surcharge Status
*A One Time Payment For One Time Expense (CAPACITY)
*Frees up available funding for reoccurring expenses (Operations/Renovations)
*Can be used for Non-Capacity Projects (Backfill Issues)
*Should fund PAY-GO expenses  (Revenues should closely pace capacity needs and expenses)
*Was (and still is) used to repay a revolving line of debt for past expenses – now at $27 Million
*2023 Only $9M used for capacity projects of $18M Collected
*Charged in $ Per Square Foot of new residential development (I.E. – Already is “progressive” 
charging less for small affordable unit types and more for large Single-Family homes)
*Even with 2018 Increase phased in, amount is far below actual costs needed to cover expenses.  
(See Oakland Mills, Dunloggin, Turf Valley and others for real-life examples)
*There is NO current legislative effort by the HCPSS, Council, Executive Office, State or other to 
rectify. 
 *OUR shared school system is falling behind as a result.

Reference Material
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