PTA COUNCIL OF HOWARD COUNTY GENERAL MEETING
Monday, February 2, 2026
Location: Homewood School Cafeteria

I. Call to Order at 7:34 PM, quorum established. Board members and committee chairs in attendance:
· Cat Carter, President
· Karina Fisher, Executive Vice President
· Megan Brauner, Vice President of Operations
· Anthony DeBella, Vice President Advocacy
· Laurie Ramey, Treasurer
· Ruth Cung, Secretary 
· Brent Loveless, Legislative Committee Chair
· Jamel Riley, Policy Committee Chair
· Keyona Butts, PTA Recruitment Chair
· Cat Carter read the mission statement and reviewed important dates for County Council, Board of Education, and PTACHC; highlighted the National PTA STEM program and Free State PTA Legislative Advocacy Day, HCPSS Teacher/Principal of the Year nomination, and asked for volunteers to nominate others or themselves for the PTACHC board.
· Motion to vote for Nomination committee members: Levita Lowe, Genna Styles-Lyas, John Lamb (unconfirmed), Falon Hale (unconfirmed)
· Abstained: 1 member
· Approved: All other members
· Disapproved: None
· Adopted

II. Ruth Cung presented the minutes from the January 2025 General Meeting. 
· Motion to approve January 2025 General Meeting minutes
· Abstained: 1 member
· Approved: All other members
· Disapproved: None
· Adopted

III. Laurie Ramey presented the Treasurer’s report. There are still local PTAs that have not submitted membership dues. Delegates are highly encouraged to follow up with Ms. Ramey to determine if their PTA has paid dues.

IV. Anthony Debella and the Budget Committee presented the Budget Committee Report. He reviewed the Superintendent’s Proposed FY 2-27 Budget, the Superintendent’s Plan for “A Strategic Investment” Non-Public Placement to bring more students to receive special education services back to HCPSS, HCPSS operating budget timeline where PTACHC advocacy is critical to influence County Executive discretion over Budget (March), OBRC updates (3 motions approved), and a summary of past and upcoming Committee activities.

V. Brent Loveless presented the Legislative report.

· He provided upcoming Legislative timeline for County Council, FSPTA 2025-2026 Legislative Agenda noting that PTACHC should support everything on FSPTA agenda, overview of HCPSS legislative motions/voting, PTACHC legislative committee activities timeline and bills of interest for education, and what the membership can do to get involved. He also announced the PTACHC primary election forum for Howard County candidates on 3/14/26 from 11AM-1PM at Wilde Lake HS auditorium.
· Ms. Carter informed the membership that the Technology Committee was created, with chair Lindsey Unger, and for interested members to reach out for participation. She also informed that PTACHC will send out an Advocacy 1-pager with guidance/template for the membership.

VI. Meg Ricks provided updates from the Board of Education. She provides the timeline and topics for upcoming BoE work sessions and votes, such as fee for transportation and summer programs.

VII. James LeMon provided updates from HCPSS including information on Spring 2026 training program for parents/guardians of Anxious students, call for Judges for Howard County History Day on 3/21/26, Friends of Education Award nomination period, and a Save the Date for the 2026 HCPSS Family Academy Conference.

VIII. Danielle Lueking, HCPSS Legislative and Legal Affairs, was the guest speaker. She provided an overview HCPSS Legislative Committee process that has primary focus on the General Assembly but runs all year, discussed local delegation bills and outcomes from the most recent (1/29) meeting, and took questions from the audience.

IX. Adjournment: 8:57 PM

