PTA COUNCIL OF HOWARD COUNTY GENERAL MEETING
Monday, October 6, 2025
Location: Homewood School Cafeteria

I. Call to Order at 7:32 PM, quorum established. Board members and committee chairs in attendance:
· Cat Carter, President
· Karina Fisher, Executive Vice President
· Anthony DeBella, Vice President of Advocacy
· Megan Brauner, Vice President of Operations
· Laurie Ramey, Treasurer
· Ruth Cung, Secretary 
· Brent Loveless, Legislative Committee Chair
· Keyona Butts, PTA Recruitment Committee Chair  
· Cat Carter read the PTACHC mission statement and provided updates on HCPSS Family Resource event and boardsmanship training dates.

II. Ruth Cung presented the minutes from the August 2025 General Meeting. 
· Motion to approve August 2025 General Meeting minutes
· All approved, none abstained
· Adopted

III. Laurie Ramey presented the Treasurer’s report and noted that PTACHC and Free State PTA due dates are coming up.

IV. Megan Brauner provided an overview of PTACHC committees (clipboards were passed around the meeting for signing up) and thanked all volunteers. 

V. Anthony DeBella provided an update on the capital budget, on the testimony that was given on PTACHC’s behalf, and the capital budget timeline that will include another public hearing.

VI. Brent Loveless provided APFO updates, informed the membership about ZRA-218: Accessory Dwelling Unit to implement HB-1466 State Law, and timeline on the upcoming 10/16/25 public hearing

VII. Meg Ricks provided updates from the Board of Education such as upcoming meetings, public hearings, and Coffee and Conversation at Atholton (11/1/25). The redistricting vote must be in November, potential date 11/20/25 and may change if there is a lot of feedback for another public hearing.

VIII. Mr. Cornell Brown, COO, provided updates from HCPSS regarding Zum transportation union vote on 10/2 for strike authorization. No other transportation vendors have contract issues. There is no strategy for all 22K students that could be impacted by a Zum strike. The initial contract expires June 2026 and HCPSS has released a request for proposal to other service providers to reduce the Zum service level.

IX. Karina Fisher introduced the following members of the Howard County state delegation. Each member provided a brief introduction of thier role, responsibilities, and a description of legislation that impacts HoCo education or priorities for students.

· Delegate Vanessa Atterbeary, District 13
· Ways and Means chair - Education policy and Blueprint
· Delegate Jen Terrasa, District 13
· Safe Routes to School, Student voting for BoE members
· Delegate Pam Guzzone, District 13
· Blueprint Pre-K program
· Delegate Chao Wu, District 9
· Ways and Means Committee, Religious holidays and school calendar, School funding, Ccll phone usage in schools, Video review of special education buses
· Bridget O’Toole on behalf of Senator Katie Fry Hester, District 9
· Consortium on Coordinated Community Supports, HB-1450 revenue options, AI & education, Protecting students from deep fake abuse
· Delegate Courtney Watson, District 9
· Appropriations committee, ADUs
· Delegate Natalie Ziegler, District 9
· Environment and transportation – Road safety
· Senator Clarence Lam, District 12
· Health care & schools, Legislation to set up a labor peace agreement with unions, Libraries/e-books
· Delegate Terri Hill, District 12
· Public Health Cannabis Advisory Council, Better support to children in foster care
· Delegate Jessica Felmark, District 12
· Childcare, Pre-K mixed delivery model, National Board certification, Independent office for advocate for special education, Bias incident reporting in schools, Class size as an allowable topic for collective bargaining

X. Adjournment: 9:00 PM

