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Important Dates

 1/28  Statewide Legislative Public Hearing

 2/2  County Council Legislative Session 7:00 PM – George Howard Building

 2/9  County Council Joint Meeting with BOE 10:00 AM – George Howard Building

 2/17  County Council Legislative Public Hearing 7:00 PM – George Howard Building

 2/23  County Council Legislative Work Session 10:00 AM – George Howard Building

 1/29, 2/9, & 2/12 

   Board of Education Superintendent’s Proposed FY27 Operating Budget  
   Public Hearing

 2/26  Board of Education Regularly Scheduled Meeting 4 & 7:00 PM

 3/26  Board of Education Regularly Scheduled Meeting 4 & 7:00 PM

 3/2  PTACHC March General Meeting 7:30 PM – Homewood School



Resources 

Highlight

National PTA: Science Festivals - STEM + Families - Programs 
| National PTA

The STEM + Families Science Festival program, sponsored 
by Bayer Fund, aims to:

 Empower PTAs with information on hosting hands-on 
science experiments that bring students and families 
together

 Provide families with ready-to-go activity facilitator 
and family guides

 Help all kids experience and explore activities and 
careers in STEM





Budget Committee 
Report
February 2025

Anthony DeBella, Sara Fry, Shamieka Preston, Laura Darby Singh

Karina Fisher, Brent Loveless PTACHC Board Support



Reductions to MS Media Paraeducators 
($1.5M, 20FTE), 

MS General Education Paraeducators 
($0.3M, 5FTE), …

Priorities:  13 Athletic 
trainers and 2 float nurses 

$1.5M, 
Assistant Principals replace 

Pool Teachers and …

Expanded Pre-K for 4 year 
olds $2.4M, Blueprint 

Collaborative time 
converting 9 coaches into 
11 Lead Teachers $0.2M, 

Multi-Language Learners …

Special Education Initiatives 
$6.8M, …

Salary and Benefit 
increases, 

NBCT stipends (Blueprint), 
bus contract cost 

increases, 
utility increases, 

offset by reductions in …
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$62M of Additional Costs

2025 County Revenue 
Projection- $55M

Superintendent’s Proposed FY27 Budget



Superintendent’s Plan- A Strategic Investment
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10-Year Percentage change in NonPublic 
Placement Costs

FY15 - FY24

Data taken from MSDE “Selected Financial Data” Part 4, Table 15, June 2025
Counties which had never spent more than $1,000,000 in a given year not shown

Howard
FY15

County
FY24

$10.8M $30.4M

Our superintendent’s proposed 2027 operating budget is bringing more students 
who receive special education services back to our Howard County public schools



Courtesy of Laurie Chin, CAC

PTACHC Advocacy 
critical to influence 
County Executive 
Discretion over Budget



Budget Committee Activities

• Met to support PTACHC Comments to January 20 County Council 
Hearing

• Next Meetings February 24, March 10

• Operating Budget Review Committee Update- 3 motions approved
• BoE recommended to reconsider converting “2nd” HS Library Teacher to 

Paraeducator

• BoE recommended to approve funding increase to approve staffing and 
software support for HR

• BoE recommended to approve  funding increase for budget analyst

• Other budget changes under discussions



Legislative Report

Brent Loveless

legislative@ptachc.org

Legislative Committee

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

mailto:vpoperations@ptachc.org
https://www.picpedia.org/chalkboard/l/legislation.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


FEB 2 2026 PTACHC Legislative

County Council Dates 

FEB 2 – 7:00PM – Howard County Council Legislative Session
 Vote on CB-1; $7.6M debt for Oakland Mills Middle
 Vote on CB-3; Zoning accessory dwelling units without APFO 
 school overcrowding protections. 10 Amendments possible, none of which address school impacts.
 Vote on CB-10; Ability (not mandate) to use excess surplus revenue for
 education in FY2028, no amendments

 PREFILE for March – CB14-2026 (APFO exempt) age-restricted apartments allowed between 
 Residential and commercial zoned properties
 

Feb 4, 8:30AM Howard County State Delegation (local bills related to Howard County)
http://mgaleg.Maryland.gov –  Usually meets each Wednesday morning
 HOCO 5-26 Voting age for BOE elections  
 HOCO7-26 Student BOE member voting 

Feb 17 – 7:00PM – Testimony on March Council Bills
Feb 23 – 10:00AM – Work session on March Bills

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/




 HCPSS Legislative https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/Public
Information found in Leg Committee and BOE Agenda

NOTE – PTACHC provides as information only – HCPSS potions may not mirror PTACHC positions

https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/Public


FEB 2 2026 PTACHC Legislative



FEB 2 2026 PTACHC Legislative

Sate bills found on https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/

Bills of note 

Land Use, Density, Overcrowding, Class sizes
SB31, SB36,HB548, HB337, HB64, HB473
Operations, School start times, Cell Use
SB103,HB128,HB163
Student Representation
HB140, SB144
Safety, Monitoring
SB71,SB158,HB395,HB73,HB76,HB110,SB51
Blueprint
HB78,HB73
Budget, MOE
HB 562 Maintenance of effort Modernization 
Act
Record Keeping
HB358
Post College Reediness
HB29



What to do?

*Learn more

*Disseminate info to your PTA

*Attend Hearings and Work Sessions

*Vote on Positions

*Testify

*Write

*Vote

*Be involved in advocacy

On that note – PTACHC will host a 

primary election forum for all Howard 

County candidates  March 14th 2026 

11AM-1PM  At Wilde Lake HS 

Auditorium





Board of 

Education 

Representative

 Meg Ricks: District 1

 meg_ricks@hcpss.org

mailto:meg_ricks@hcpss.org
mailto:meg_ricks@hcpss.org




Howard County 
Public Schools 
Representative

 James LeMon 

 jameslemon@hcpss.

org

Spring 2026 Training 

Program for 

Parents/Guardians of 

Anxious Students – 

HCPSS News

Judges Needed for 

Howard County History 

Day, to be Held March 

21, 2026 – HCPSS News

Friends of Education 

Award Nomination 

Period Open Through 

February 20, 2026 – 

HCPSS News

Save the Date: 2026 

HCPSS Family 

Academy Conference 

– HCPSS News

mailto:jameslemon@hcpss.org
mailto:jameslemon@hcpss.org
mailto:jameslemon@hcpss.org


Guest Speaker: 
Danielle 
Lueking, HCPSS 
Legislative and 
Legal Affairs 



Adjournment


	Slide 1: General Meeting
	Slide 2:  President Report  Cat Carter    president@ptachc.org
	Slide 3: Important Dates
	Slide 4: Resources Highlight
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Budget Committee Report
	Slide 7: Superintendent’s Proposed FY27 Budget
	Slide 8: Superintendent’s Plan- A Strategic Investment
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Budget Committee Activities
	Slide 11: Legislative Report  Brent Loveless    legislative@ptachc.org
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Board of Education Representative
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Howard County Public Schools Representative
	Slide 22: Guest Speaker: Danielle Lueking, HCPSS Legislative and Legal Affairs 
	Slide 23: Adjournment

