
PTACHC Legislative
April 2026



PTACHC provides a non-partisan platform for candidates to express their views on education
Share the event with your community. Candidates are responsive to issues that receive attention.
Next Forum – April 18th at Howard High Auditorium 11am BOE followed by County Council

Simply search PTACHC on YouTube

Select recent and past candidate forums
Links can also be found on the PTACHC.ORG website and officers Facebook Group



Items of interest

Budget – Capital budget released April 1

 For consideration 

 *What was the difference between the BOE request that was funded and actual need? 
 *Is the capital budget increase a one-time effort through debt (bonds) or sustainable in outyears?
 *Will the upcoming Operating budget release require cutbacks?
 *Legislative overlap – What changes create competition for operating or capital funding?

Executive Report on Operating budget is pending
Council input on budget – note budget is NOT PRE-Filed for April public council hearings or May Vote
April 30 7PM BOE work session on budget
May 4, 7PM – BOE public hearing
Final Budget vote (BOE) May 21, 4:30 PM



Council Bills to watch

CB-19-2026 Renewable energy contract with CI renewables
Building solar facilities for HCPSS. Requests all of future Marriottsville 
Middle School site property to be forfeited

Note – HCPSS is forfeiting land to HCFRS at HQ site so HCFRS can 
Forfeit it’s property in Columbia for a housing project.

Note – HC Rec & Parks is forfeiting land at Troy Hill so HCPSS can build HS#14

Note HOCO-10-26 allows transfer tax land preservation revenue to be used toward “innovation”



Howard County Is in the process of creating many changes to Zoning and density. Many of these have a 
direct influence on enrollment growth and redistricting, while many have exemptions from school 
overcrowding protections or capacity mitigation.

CR52 TOD office to housing

April 7th DPZ – Cottage Clusters CR-39 Tax and APFO exemptions
Fall River Terrace

CR-40–2026 Bond debt for development

Milk Plant Closure

Maple Lawn development

CB-23 Hotels to Housing  |   CB24 Dealerships to Housing  | DPZ New Town Zoning hearing April 8-9



SB31 State tracking kids and changing county development process
Rewrites have minimized the educational impact, but the bill is still moving forward to a April 8th hearing

Of Note – Howard County has yet to implement any new recommendations from the APFO task force.
Unknown when legislation will be submitted for unlimited overcrowding/pay-to-play



Maryland General Assembly wrap up “SINE DIE”
APRIL 13 2026



https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=DPMKBY51064C

While HCPSS and PTACHC may not have the same positions on topics, the HCPSS legislative committee
Information on Boardocs is a great resource to track State legislation relating to Howard County
As well as a resource to track what your BOE supports or opposes



https://www.howardcountymd.gov/state-delegation/2026-
proposed-local-legislation-and-legislative-bond-initiatives

Status of State Bills focused on 
Howard County are on the Howard County
Delegation of the MGA website.

Bills passed by Howard County Delegation 
Need to go on to committee and then Governor
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